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TNTHE CLAIMS 
Please cancel claims 8 and 21 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 7, 9, 20, 22, and 31-32 as follow^ below. 

The following listing, of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

MAR3CED UP VERSION OF CLAIMS 
1-6 (Canceled) 

7. (Corrently amended) Apparatus for formation of a composite video image, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a shadow control module that receives a foreground video image signal and 
generates a shadow key that identifies at least one selected pixel for which 
foreground shadowing is activated; 

a shadow generation module that receives the foreground image signal and 
the shadow key and generates and issues a foreground shadow signal FGSh, in 
which each selected pixel appears in a shadow format; and 

a shadowing module that receives the foreground shadow signal and a 
background video image signal BG and generates a moditied background image 
signal, in which a foreground shadow is impressed on each selected pixel of the 
background image, wherein said shadowing module forms a sum signal fi-FGSh + 
(1- fi')-BG, as said modified background image signal, where B and are real 
Docket Mor 006450. P004 2 WEA/cg 
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numbers lying in a range [0,1], selected so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foregrouDd shadow or an intensity of the backg^o^md image ^ wherein B is lessJhan 
thereby limiting the intensity of the background image , 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) An [[The]] apparatus of cltiim 8 > for formation of a 
composite video image, the apparatus comprising: 

__ajihadQW control module that receives a forefjround video ima pe sipial and 
generates a shadow kev that identifies at least one selected pixel for which 
foreground shadowinp is activated; 

a shadow generation module that receives the foreground imape si^al and 

the shadow kev and generates and issues a foreproimd s hadow signal FGSh. in 
which each selected pixel appears in a shadow format: and 

a shadowingjnodule that receives the foreground shadow sifmal and a 
backgrouT^^^ v^def^ im age si gnal BG and generates a modified background image 
signaL in which a foreproLind shadow is impressed on each selected pi xel of the 
background image, wherein said shadowing module forms a sum s ignal B*FGSh + 
f 1- B'VBG. as said modified background image si&naU wh ere Q and B' are real 
numbers Wing in a range [0.1]. selec ted so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foreground shadow or an intensity of the background image, wherein B is greater 
than thereby limiting the intensity of the foreground shadow. 
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10-19 (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) A method for formation of a composite video image, 
the method comprising: 

receiving a fore^ound video image signal and generating a shadow key that 
identifies at least one selected pixel for which foreground shadowing is activated; 

receivi:ng the foreground image signal and the shadow key and generating 
and issuing a foreground shadow $ignal, FGSh, in which each selected pixel 
appears in a shadow format; and 

receiving the foreground shadow signal and a background video image 
signal BGa nd generating a modified background image signal, MBG, in which a 
foreground shadow is impressed on each selected pixel of the background image by 
te rming a sum signal, B-FGSh + {U B')*BG, as a modified background image 
signal, where B and 6' are real numbers lying in a range [0,1], selected so as to limit 
either an intensity of the foreground shadow or an intensity of the backgroimd 
imag e, wherein B is leas than fi' ihercbv limiting the intensiiv of the back pround 
image. 

21. (Cancelled). 
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22. (CarrcQtly amended) A [[The]] method of claim 21, ff>r formatioaof a 
composite video image, the method comprisinp: 

receiving a tbfcground video image signal and generatin g a shadow key that 

identifies at least one selected pixel for which forearoand shadow ing activated: 
receiving the foreground image sif^nal and the shadow ke y and generating 
and issuing a foregroand shadow sitni a L FGSh. in which each selected pixel 
a ppearis in a shadow formatLand 

receiving the foreground shadow signal and a backgro nnd video image 

sipnal BG and generating a modified background image s ignal. MBG> in whioh.a 
foreground shadow is imnressed on each selected pixel of the background image by 
formin g a sum signal, B-FHSh 4- (1- B^VBG. as a mo dified background image 
Aignal- where B and B' are real numbers lying in a range fO.I]. selec ted so as to limit 
either an intensity of the fbrcgrOTind shadow or an intensity of the background 
image, wherein fl is greater than B' thereby limiting the intensity of the foreground 
shadows*©^. 

23-3Q (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Cuiretitly amended) An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable eode means embodied 
therein for producing a composite video image including portions of at least one 
foreground image and of at least one background image; 
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computer readable program code means for receiving a foreground video 
image signal FG and generates a shadow key that identifies at least one selected 
pixel for which foreground shadowing is activated; 

computer readable program code means for receiving the foreground image 
signal and the shadow key and gcncratmg and issues a foreground shadow signal 
FGSh, in which each selected pixel appears in a shadow format; and 

computer readable program code means for receiving the foreground 
shadow signal and a background video image signal BG and generating a modified 
background image signal, in which a foreground shadow is impressed on each 
selected pixel of the background image by forming a sum signal fi-FGSh + (1- 
B')"BG as said modified background image signal, where 13 and D' are selected real 
numbers lying in a range [0,1], selected so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foreground shadow or an intensity of the background image, wherein B is greater 
than B' thereby limiting the intensitv of the foregroun d shadow. 

32. (Cuixently Amended) An [[The]] article of elahaiSU manufacture 
comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable code m ean<; embodied 
therein for producing a composite video image includin g portions of at least one 
foreground image and of at least one background hnage: 
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computer readable oropram code mearij; for receiving a fore^ound video 

ima ge signal FG and^geticrates a shadow kev that identifies at lea ftt one selected 
pixel for which foreground shadowing is activated: 

computer readable propram code means for receiving the for cpround image 

signal and the shadow kev and genemtinp and issues a foreg round shadow signal 
FGSh> in which each selected pixel appears in a shado w format: and 

computer readable program code means for ^^ceiving the f oreground 

shadow si&nal and a background video imape signal BG and peneratin g a modified 
hanlc grmind image signal, in which a foreground shadow is impre ssed on each 
selected pixel of the background fmaee bv forming a sum signal B FGSh ^0- 
fl'VBQ as said modified background image signal, wher e B and are selected real 
numbers Iving in a range [Q.l ]. selected so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foycground shadow or an intensitv of the background ima ge, wherein B is less than 
B* thereby limiting the intensity of the background image signal . 
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